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made a diplomatic pledge he returned to break it at
home by assuming the sceptre. Shubbiluliuma was
offended. He had considered Aziru his vassal but the
latter 5s visit to Egypt and return as an Egyptian sub-
king provoked the Hittite to an attack. One of his
records shows that he did attack Aziru and compelled
him to swear allegiance to him and to obey his com-
mands. The whole of Syria and Phoenicia was lost to
Egypt.
Dushratta at this stage was murdered by his own
son who could not, however, gain the throne for it was
seized by the late king's exiled brother and rival Arta-
tama and the latter's son Shutarna. "The land of
Mitanni was entirely destroyed, and the Assyrians and
the people of Alshe divided it between them." Thus
Ashur-uballit appropriated at once the portion of the
Mitanni kingdom nearest to him and compelled Shutarna
to restore the gold and silver door which Saushshatar,
the father of Artatarna I, had carried off from Ashur
and had set it up in his palace at Washuganni his
capital.
Shubbiluliuma now appeared upon the scene.
He says in his epigraph that it was the utter desola-
tion of Mitanni that brought him to help the people
of the palace to whom he sent corn and sheep.
Mattiuaza, the unnatural son of Dushratta, after being
driven by Artatama and his son had taken refuge at
Khatti and was now the protege of its king. To him
the king gave his daughter in marriage and, for her
sake, now the Mitanni kingdom. He enterred
Mitanni, drove out the Assyrians and the men of Alshq,
and Artatama and Shutarna, and placed Mattiuaza
on the throne of Dushratta as his son-in-law and
vassal.
Thus Shubbiluliuma's patience and sagacity had
been proved to his advantage.    He in his old   age
now the master of the whole of Western Asia ii\-